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FOREWORD

In 1955, the Buffalo Ornithological Society adopted afor-
mal verification system by which the sight records of its
members could achieve amore scientific status. Thissys-
tem included arequest that members accompany their
reports of unusual sightings with detailed written state-
ments so that these reports could be carefully evaluated by
the Statisticians and become a part of the permanent
records of the Society. When such a system was contem-
plated, the question immediately arose as to what consti-
tuted an unusual sight record. Some persons recognized
rarities of geography - birds from some other part of the
continent or theworld. Therewere also rarities of time—
late or early migrants, summer stragglers, and birdsin
other categories which provided as much excitement (and
perhaps more scientific value) and which areless easily
recognized than the ‘true rarities.” Obviously, even the
most experienced birder could not remember the vast
amount of available data regarding the status of each
species within the Buffalo Ornithological Society area.
Therefore, as a sort of rule book as to which observations
required detailed written reports and which did not, the
Date Guide was created as a part of the verification sys-
tem. Publication of Clark S. Beardslee and Harold D.
Mitchell’ s Birds of the Niagara Frontier Region - An
Annotated Check-list in 1965 and its supplement (1970)
centralized and added to previous information.

During the years that the verification system has been
in operation, several revisions have been madeto the Date
Guide. Asevidenced by the content of the written reports
submitted by members and friends of the Buffalo
Ornithological Society, the pattern of occurrence of many
bird speciesin our areaisfar from static. These reports not
only increase the reliability of sight records, but also can
indicate that an adjustment of the dates and status of some



species should be made periodically. Changes have also
been necessitated by revisions of English and scientific
bird names and taxonomic order by the American
Ornithologists’ Union (A.O.U) to itsCheck-list of North
American Birds(1998).

An ad-hoc committee of the Buffalo Ornithological
Society met in 1998 to institute the latest changesin the
Date Guide. This Seventh Edition isthe result of the deli-
berations of that committee and is based on the Buffalo
Ornithological Society permanent record file of bird veri-
fication reports up to December 31, 1997, and on A.O.U.
revisions. Responsibility for the accuracy of thispublica-
tion and for the judgments made in its preparation rest
entirely with the committee.

Michael M. Morgante, Chairman
Robert F. Andrle

Robert W. Brock

William C. D’ Anna

FrancesM. Rew

David F. Suggs

Joseph F. Thill

William W. Watson

May 1998

Cover art by Betsy Potter



IMPORTANT
How to Use This Guide

The datain the following list are intended for the use of
those who wish to contribute to the scientific knowledge
of the occurrence of wild birdsin the study area of the
Buffalo Ornithological Society.

All species, subspeciesidentifiablein thefield, and
named hybrids known to have occurred in thisareaare
included.

These birds may be considered in three categories:

1. Specieslisted with limiting dates. If one of these
speciesis observed outside the limiting dates assigned to
it, adetailed written report of the observation must be sub-
mitted, since this record would contribute toward changing
the known status of the speciesin our area. These dates
do

NOT indicate that the species can normally be found at all
times during this period. Indeed, most of these speciesare
rare even in their optimum habitat near the limiting dates

of the period.

2. Speciesmarked “ All Year.” These species generally do
not require verifying reports. It must be pointed out, how-
ever, that these species are not necessarily found over the
whole area at all times.

3. Specieslisted without comment. These require verify-
ing reports of any observations. Many are of only casual
or accidental occurrencein our areaand are expected to
recur seldom, if ever. Some of these species, however, may,
in the experience of some observers, be found more often
than others to which limiting dates have been assigned.
The reasons that these have not been given limit-ing dates
are either that we need more information on their
occurrence in this area than has been submitted up to this



time or they are unusually difficult to identify in the field.

It should be added here that an observation of any
species not listed in the Date Guide should always be
reported with written verifying details. Reports of species
observed in unusually high or unprecedented numbers
should also be accompanied by written verifying details.

Observers are urged to use for these written reports
forms which may be obtained from the Buffalo
Ornithological Society, c/o Buffalo Museum of Science,
1020 Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo, New York 14211. The
contents of thisform are reproduced on the |l ast pages of
this Date Guide, and areport of an unusual sight record
should include answers to all of the pertinent itemsin it.

The observer who locates abird for which averifying
report isrequired is also urged to do his best to: (1) show
the bird to as many other interested persons, especially
competent authorities, as possible; (2) arrange for photo-
graphing or videotaping the bird when thisis practical;
and, (3) arrange to tape record the song and call notes
when such a procedureis practical and might contribute to
verification.

In most cases, species of birds are unevenly distri-
buted over our study area. Birds common in certain areas
arerare or only seasonally common in others. Sometimes,
therefore, the Statisticians may ask for verifying reports
even though the date of observation may be within those
given for the speciesin this guide.

We think that everyone will enjoy using thisrevised
Date Guide. The adjustments of the dates will have the
general effect of reducing the number of reports required.
Therefore, when averifying report is called for, the record
will be one of such importance that the observer may feel
pridein it, and the report should be prepared with the care
accorded a document of significant scientific value.

Totals of 382 species, 26 recognizable subspecies,
and 2 named hybrids are included on thislist. The follow-
ing species or subspecies have been added to thelist in the
B.O.S. study areasince the Sixth Edition of the Date



Guide (1991) (not including recent AOU species splits):
Y ellow-billed Loon, Trumpeter Swan, Long-tailed Jaeger,
L.c. canus subspecies of Mew Gull, California Gull, Slaty-
backed Gull, Ross's Gull, Sooty Tern, Rufous Humming-
bird, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, and Lazuli Bunting. Two
additional species, Tufted Duck and Garganey, have occ-
urred inthe B.O.S. study area. However, because individu-
als of these species are often kept in captivity, the origins
of birds seen in our study area are uncertain and therefore
do not appear on the official list. A population of Chukar
formerly established itself in the B.O.S. study areabut is
now extirpated. The European Goldfinch may have been an
individual from one of the populations formerly estab-
lished in various parts of the United States. These species
are still included on the official list of specieswhich have
occurred in the study area.

All 189 species and 2 named hybrids known to breed
or to have bred within the B.O.S. study area, up to and
including 1997, are marked with an asterisk (*) onthelist.
Great Egret, Peregrine Falcon, and Great Black-backed Gull
have been added to the list of breedersin the B.O.S. Region
since the Sixth Edition of the Date Guide (1991).

Specia Note: Lazuli Bunting was officially recorded in the B.O.S. study
area in March 1998 prior to the printing of this Date Guide and was
included here for completeness.

Special Note on Thayer's Gull: The Statisticians will not evaluate verifica:
tion reports of Thayer's Gull because of the difficulty in making reason-

ably certain judgments on them. Thisis owing to the fact that there is evi-
dence of interbreeding between it and Iceland Gull and considerable spec-imen
evidence from widely separated localities that color and pattern dif-ferences
between them are completely bridged by individual variation. However, the
Statisticians still request that verification reports be submit-

ed for any purported sightings of this form so that future researchers can make
use of this information. Documented reports of Thayer's Gull will

be listed separately from the “Noteworthy Records’ section in The
Prothonotary.



Red-throated Loon................. et nane
Except: Oct.19-June5, Lake Ontario only

PECITIC LOON....c.eiiiieieiierirecetecer e s
Common Loon*..........ccccoeureenee. AllYear...ooovevineenne

Y ellOW-DIlled LOON.......civverereeereiciereseses e

Pied-billed Grebe*........ccc...... AL Y€ e

Horned Grebe.........cocooveeeve oo e ALY €8N
Red-necked Grebe..........ccoooee... Oct.10-May 18...................
Eared Grebhe........covvieeeeire et e e
WESLEIN GIEDE.......covviiiiiieiciiteieieieie et
Black-capped Petrel
WilSON'S SEOrM-PELrel........cocererecreieeee e
White-tailed TropiChird..........ocooverereneienerereee e

NOIhern GaNNEL...........oovviiiireicrecec e
American White PEliCan.........cccouvrrrnneieecninrsreseeecenenens

Brown PElICAN.........cveireieieireeeese s

Double-crested Cormorant*...... AllYear. ..o
American Bittern*..........c.coeeeen.. Mar.30-NOV.6.....cccceunevnnnnenn
Least Bittern*.........cccoceevvvineenne May 1-Oct. 3.......oevveeeennns
Great Blue Heron*...........ccccevno. AllYear......oveeeeeennn

Great Egret*........ccoooverenieennnns

SNOWY EQEL.....o i

Little Blue Heron
THCOIOred HENON.....evr e
Cattle EQret... ..o s
Green Heron*........ccceeevvvennns Apr.14-Oct.25......cc..covevvnene.
" Black-crowned Night-Heron*.... All Year..........cccceeievinnnn
Y ellow-crowned Ni%ht-Heron ....................................................

All species known to breed or to have bred within the
B.O.S. strudy area, to and including 1997, are marked *.



WHILE TDIS.....cooiiiiiirrece e e
GIOSSY TDIS....eiviieieiisieteeee et
White-faced IDIS........ccoovriiiiec e
WOOA SEOTK......vveeierecrecresi e
BIACK VUITUIE......ovviiiicrcr s

Turkey Vulture*
Greater White-fronted Goose

A A FrONtaliS......cveeeceeee e

A A FlaVIFOSIIIS. ..o
SNOW GOOSE......ovvvrreeiirienerniennnas Oct.2-May 17....ccccvcvevinririnn
ROSS' 'S GOOSE.......oevierrereeiriesreeee et
Canada Goose

B.c.interior* ... AlLY€ar ...

B. C. hULCNINSIT.....ocviviieicicce e
Brant

B.b. hrota........cccovvennivenn

B. b. nigricans.
Barnacle Goose.

Mute Swan...........cceeereenreennnn
Adult plumage only

TIUMPELEr SWaAN......coeeieiiiieeee e
Tundra Swan

BEUrasian WigBON.......cc.ciiiriierieirieisie e e
American Wigeon*.................... All YEar ..o

American Black Duck*.............. AlLYEr ..o,



Blue-winged Ted*.................... Mar.9-Nov.16..........ccccerueuenne.

CIiNNAMON TEAL......eiiitree e
Northern Shovelert.........cccoe.. Mar.5-Dec.18..........cccocvvrennee.
Northern Pintail*...........cccccvoennne AlLYear.....oooeeirirrenne
Green-winged Teal

E o o = oo OO SO OO OO PP PR

A. c.carolinensis*................ AlLYear....oooeeieiiresnnne
CanvashacK.........cocoreeereeneriencns Oct.5-May 25......ccccvecereenn
Redhead.........cocovoeveneeenicinninns Al Y@,
Ri ngcréggk’&gylg (%j-cs%b'.'i e {/i'é'wms?ghllyg_ May 25.....cccccvevvenenn
Greater SCaUP.......covvveerreerernenn Sept.19-Juned........cccoeeeeenene
Lesser Scaup®.....cccoeeveeereeenienene AllYear..ooiieien
King Eider.......cccoeeeveeiienene, Nov.1-Apr.25.......cccceviuennnn.
COMMON BEIQEY ..o e
Harlequin DucK........c.cccoeveeenene. Nov.3-Mar.28..........cccceceeuenen.
Surf SCOter.......oeeevrererecnieens Oct.1-May 20.......cccceeeeeenenne
White-winged Scoter................. Aug.29-June 10..........c..........
Black Scoter.......cccoevevieeieenns Oct.1-Jan.17, Mar.28-May 14
Long-tailed DucK.........coccoevruerennne Oct.8-May 30......ccccccvvvreenene
Bufflehead..........cccoorinnicnnne. Oct.10-May 30.......ccceveereenene

Hooded Merganser*.................. AllYear...ooiieiieen
Common Merganser*................. All Y€
Red-breasted Merganser............ AllYear....ooeeieininnne
Ruddy Duck*.........ccooerirmenrnnne. Mar.15-Jan.28..........c..ccceeeeeee.

All species known to breed or to have bred within the
B.O.S. study area, to and including 1997, are marked *.



OSPrey™ ..o Mar.27-Oct.31.......cccoevvennnne.
SWalloW-tailed Kite........cvieerririireniticrrceseeee e

MiSSISSIPPI KILe...eveireeeieere e s
Bald Eagle* .......ocooeeveeceneenecenes

Northern Harrier*..........cccccvveee

Sharp-shinned Hawk*

Cooper’sHawk*.........ccccooeeeneee

Northern Goshaw K e
? 15, adult plumage only, Allegany and
CattaraugusCoun esonly

Red-shouldered Hawk*.............. All YEar ..o,
Broad-winged Hawk*................ Apr.13-Oct.13.......cceoveirenene
SWaAINSON'S HABWK.....cveveiiciecie e

GYITAICON.....oieceiccee e

Peregrine Falcon®...........ccccceuen...
Gray Partridge® .........ccoeveiiiereei e e

Ri ng-necked Pheasant*.............. AllYear....ooovveennririnne
Ruffed Grouse*.........c.cocevevnennne AllYear....oooivvnnrnrnnnns
Wild Turkey* .......cocovveviiieinenne All YEar ..o,
Northern BODWHITE ..........cciieeiee e
YEIOW RaIL.....ovciiiiriieecerece e
BIaCK RaIL.....ceceireeireceeirecieireeie et e
KINGRAIT ...



VirginiaRail*.........cccooeieene. Apr.10-Oct.30.......cccecererennene
0] - RN Apr.10-Oct.25......ccccvveiernne

American Coot*

SANANIll Crane........cceveiinniriicreee e
Black-bellied Plover.................. May 5-Junel3, July 17-Nov.28
American Golden-Plover............ Aug.16-Nov.12...........cceneee.
Semipamated Plover................. May 3-NoV.5.....ccceoveveiene.
PIPING PlOVE™ ...
Killdegr* ... AllYear....oooeieeinrnninns
American OYStErCaLChES.........cccvuerieirieere e
Black-necked Stlt..........ccovieiiniiecee e
AMENTICAN AVOCEL........cuiiirieeiiririeieees e
Grester Yellowlegs.........oenne. Mar.16-May 31, July 2-Dec.1
Lesser Yellowlegs........ccccoeneneee Mar.27-Nov.8........ccccceveeuenne.
Spotted Redshank...........ccooveiiiieieiicicceeeesee e
WOOd SANUDIPES .....cvrvereirieieieireeieese e
Solitary Sandpiper.........coeeveeene. Apr.21-June 11, July 6-Oct.19
WIllEL. .o July 20-Oct.3.....cooieieieene
Wandering Tattler.......coceveirieicecees e e e
Spotted Sandpiper*..........c.cce.... Apr.12-Oct.24.........ccovveenene.
Upland Sandpiper*........c.cccceenee Apr.12-Sept.7....ccviviiee.
ESKIMO CUMEW ...
Whimbrel.......cccccovvveveieienene. May 18-June 1, July 9-Sept.30
Slender-billed CUMEW.........cccueeveieiiie e
HUASONI BN GOOWIL.......cveiiieeieireeiecresre e
Marbled GOOWIL............eierreirrcirec e

All species known to breed or to have bred within the
B.O.S. study area, to and including 1997, are marked *.



Ruddy Turnstone..........c.ccocceueee May 9-June 26, July 13-Nov.7

Red KNOt......cooveieeieieiciesienns May 19-Junel2, July 24-Oct.24
Sanderling.......ccooveeennncienens May15-Junell, July 11-Nov.26
Semipalmated Sandpiper........... May 7-June 18, July 3-Oct.31
WESLErN SaNPIPEN....c.ccviveeeriieeee ettt sa e e aeaeas
Least Sandpiper........ccocvevevrennee Apr.29-Junel0, June27-Oct.20
White-rumped Sandpiper.......... May 15-June23, July29-Nov.13
Baird' s Sandpiper........ccccoeene. July 22-Oct.28.........cceevrennene
Pectoral Sandpiper.........ccccceenee Mar.26-May 31, July 4-Nov.12
Purple Sandpiper.........cccoveenes Oct.29-May 18.......ccccevernne
DUNIIN..coiceeeee e Apr.11-Jan. 5.,
CUrlEW SaNAPIPET -....cveeeeireeereteerie et
Stilt Sandpiper......ccccoveveveevenene. July 7-Oct.10.....ccccvererenene
Buff-breasted Sandpiper............ Aug.26-Sept.23......cceeeeee
RUFF et
Short-billed Dowitcher.............. May 7-May 31, July 1-Oct.8
Long-billed DOWICHEr.........ccceiveivieicecece e
Common SNIPe*........cccoeevrereene Mar.9-Nov.25..........cocevennne.
American Woodcock*................ Mar.5-Dec.6.........ccceovruennnene.
Wilson's Phalarope*.................. May 5-June 9, July 12-Sept.9
Red-necked Phalarope............... Aug.25-Oct.10........cccveveneeee.
Red Phalarope.........ccccocvvveeenne. Sept.27-Dec9.......coovirinnns
GrEAL SKUBL.....ceevreeeiereie ettt en e e
POMEAINE JBEQEN ... vttt e
ParaSitiC JAEQGE .......cvviiveeceeeee e
Long-tailed JABgES ..ot
Laughing GUIL........coveeeeeiicerreresere e

Franklin'sGull...........cccceeenee. Aug.5-Dec.3......ccoiiirieenn



Little Gull........coevveiriiiiene July 19-May 9......coceveinne.
Black-headed GUIL...........ccoiuiieiniiericerecee e
Bonaparte’sGull...........ccooeuenne AlLYear....oooeeieiiresnnne
Mew Gull

L. C.CANUS ..ot e

L. c. brachyrhynchus.

Ring-billed Gull*.........cccccovuneee.
CaliforNiaGUIL.........ceceierereeeerer e e
Herring Gull* ... AllYear...oiiin e
Tng)éer%g %lrjéln}b}'a .........................................................................
Iceland Gull........ccooveeveririinnene Nov.1-May 15......ccccceeeeennn.
Lesser Black-backed Gull.......... Aug.25-Apr2l.....ccciieen
Slaty-backed GUIL.........ccviierceeeeeeeeee e s
Glaucous Gull........cccoevveerienene. Oct.31-May 21.....cccccovvevvnnne
Great Black-backed Gull*......... ALY €.
Sabine’ sGull.......cooeoieirenn Sept.28-Nov.29......cccvne e
BIE%IéptI eﬁg\?gﬁlnttsl ,V?In?(mgiijr'é S oy
ROSS' 'S GU ..t
IVOPY GUIL..eeeee et e e
Caspian TerN......ccccovveevrenceennnns Apr.8-Sept.27......coovveeeeniienen,
ROSEALE TEM....c. ettt e
Common Tern*........cccceeeveeenn. ApPr.7-DeC.7....ooveceeicirine
ATCHC TNt e s
‘Forster's Tern

Sooty Tern
Black Tern*.......cccooeiveinceneenn. Apr.28-Nov.13......ccccceevnnen

All species known to breed or to have bred within the
B.O.S. study area, to and including 1997, are marked *.



DOVEKIE......ceiieciiiiiere s

Thick-Dilled MUITE.........cooviiecccee e
REZODINL.....eee e
BIaCK GUITTEIMOL........c.eiiereerccerirere e e

" Ancient Murrelet

ROCK DOVE* ...

Mourning Dove*

MONK PaIraKEEL.........c.orviveiiirreiiireee e e
Black-billed Cuckoo*............... May 3-Oct.16......cccoeevnienene
Y ellow-billed Cuckoo*............. May 8-Oct.24........ccccecevvnnenne.
Groove-billed ANi........oeiiieeiineerreee e
Barn OWI* ..o AllYear...oovnniie e
Eastern Screech-Owl*............... AllYear....oooovvvnine s

Great Horned Owl

Great Gray OWI.....c.coeieeeeee et e e
Long-eared Owl*.........ccccceen.. AllYear...ooiiice e
Short-eared Owl*..........ccccvnenn.. Al Year ..o
BOreal OWI....c.oeieiiisteeer e e
Northern Saw-whet Owl*.......... Oct.18-May 22........c...c.eeene
Common Nighthawk*................ May 5-Oct.17.......cccccovereennene
Whip-poor-will*.........c.ccoevvvenns Apr.18-Oct.15.......cccovvvvienene
Chimney SWift*.......ccocovveneen. Apr.17-Oct.19......ccccvcerirenne

Ruby-throated Hummingbird*.... Apr.29-Oct.12...........cccceeuee.



Rufous HUMMINGDIrd...........ccooeiieiiniieeeeeseeeeeae

Belted Kingfisher..........c.........

Red-headed Woodpecker*.........

Red-bellied Woodpecker*..........

Y ellow-bellied Sapsucker*........

Downy Woodpecker*.................

Hairy Woodpecker*...................

Three-toed WOOAPECKET.........coiiee e
Black-backed WoOodpecKer ..........coeereerrenerccreerecseeeeeieens
Northern Flicker*...........cccco..... AlLYERN ..o,
Pileated Woodpecker*............... AllYear...oooeeiiinenneene
Olive-sided Flycatcher............... May10-Junell,Aug.12-Sept.15
Eastern Wood-Peweet ............... May 6-Oct.14........ccocvrerenene
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher.......... May 10-June 8, Aug.4-Oct.3
Acia\%itgpsgrl]g(r:naggrggr;éé}.& ............ May 10-Aug.15........cccoveneeene
Alder Flycatcher*............c........ May 15-Sept.10......cccoverereene
Willow Flycatcher*.................... May 15-Sept.10.......ccccvevrenene
Least Flycatcher*..........ccoovenne. Apr.27-Sept.30.....cceveieene
Eastern Phoebe* ... Mar.16-Nov.23..........ccccoeuee.
Great Crested Flycatcher*.......... Apr.26-Sept.27.....cccevvennnen.

Western Kingbird

Eastern Kingbird*

SCissor-tailed FIYCAtChEr ...
Fork-tailed FlYCatCher.........coveieirieeresee e
Loggerhead ShriKe* ...
Northern Shrike..........cccoceevnnnee Oct.16-Apr.13......ccccevvvvenene.
White-eyed Vireo*.........cccoevue. May 2-May 24...........cccceee.

All species known to breed or to have bred within the
B.O.S. study area, to and including 1997, are marked *.



Y ellow-throated Vireo*............. Apr.30-Sept.30.......cocenirenene

Blue-headed Vireo*................... Apr.17-Nov.11l.......ccccoveennnen.
Warbling Vireo*..........ccoeeenee. Apr.26-Sept.27......ccovvviiennns
PhiladelphiaVireo.........c.ccc...... May 8-June 4, Aug.20-Oct.11
Red-eyed Vireo*.......cccvvveneee May 4-Oct.26........ccccervrennene
Blue Jay™*......cccovennenerenene ALY
Black-billed Magpi€..........ccouevieiieieieiicesee e
American Crow* ..........cccereveeee. Al Y ..ot
COMMON RAVEN™ ...t s

Except: All Year, Allegany and Cattaraugus Counties only

Horned Lark

E. a. alpestris.....cccoeevrvenenne. Oct.12-Apr.A5.....cccccevveeenne

E. a. praticola*............o..... AllYear....ooovevninrnrnns
Purple Martin®..........ccccocvvenee Mar.30-Oct.17.....cccceevrennnne.
Tree Swallow™* ... Mar.19-Oct.27.......cccccvreuenne
Northern Rough-winged Swallow* Apr.7-Nov.12...........ccccoeeunee.
Bank Swallow* ........................ Apr.12-Oct.3......ccoveeeieeene
Cliff SWaloW* .........coovvvecee. Apr.13-Sept.24......................
Barn Swallow*.........ccccovvnenee. Apr.6-Oct.19.......cccoevveerenene
Black-capped Chickadee* .......... All YEaI ..o
Boreal Chickadee.........c.cvvviirririeieieens e e
Tufted TitmMOUSE* .........cccvrveee. AllYear....oooererreens
Red-breasted Nuthatch*............. AllYear.....cooovviiirnninen
White-breasted Nuthatch*......... ALY €& ..o
Brown Creeper*........cccccvvvueeens AllYear...oooeiieninrirnne
ROCK WM.ttt s
CarolinaWren*.........ccccoevvunnee. AllYear.....oooviviinneiens

BEWICK SWIEN.....cuictictecteciecteceeee e s earenaan



Winter Wren*........ccooevneveninnes AllYear...oiinrninene,
SEUAGE WIEN* ...t e
Marsh Wren* ........cccccvovrennenes Apr.27-Nov.9.......ccoeieeenene
Golden-crowned Kinglet*.......... AllYear...ooiiieeneee
Ruby-crowned Kinglet*............. Mar.30-May 30, Sept.9-Dec.3
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher*............. Apr.14-Sept.30......ccvrveerrenenne
NOrthern WhEBLERN .........c.covvveiireiererseeesesee e s
Eastern Bluebird*...........c.cooo.e. AllYear.....ooveevirinrnnn
TOWNSENd'S SOHLAITE.......curueeieierieiiirieeieieeee e e
VEEIY™ oot Apr.28-Sept.30.......cccvveenenee.
Gray-cheeked Thrush................. May 8-June 7, Sept.4-Oct.19
Bicknell’s Thrush

American Robin*

Varied THIUSN. ..o e
Gray Cathird* ............ccooooveee...

Northern Mockingbird*............. All Y.
SagE THraShEr ...
Brown Thrasher*..........cccouenee. Al Year....oooiciiniriccienne
European Starling*..........c.co..... AllYear...oooeeiiinenneene
American Pipit.......cccooeevennene Mar.15-May 25, Sept.7-Nov.25
Bohemian WaXWing.........cceeennnnnseereeeeeesesesesesee s
Cedar Waxwing* .........ccccceeevenee All YEar ..o
Blue-winged Warbler*............... Apr.29-Sept.21.......ccoevennee.
Golden-winged Warbler*........... Apr.30-Sept.21......ccccveeveneee.

All species known to breed or to have bred within the
B.O.S. study area, to and including 1997, are marked *.



“Brewster's’ Warbler*.............. May 6-Sept.l.......ccooeevvrecnnnne.

“Lawrence’ s’ Warbler ...
Tennessee Warbler.................... May 3-June 6, Aug.10-Oct.22
Orange-crowned Warbler........... Apr.30-May 25, Sept.9-Nov.6
Nashville Warbler* Apr.25-0Oct.25.......ccccoveeeennne
Northern Parula*............ccccu.ee. Apr.30-June 3, Aug.23-Oct.17
Yellow Warbler*..........cccoeenee Apr.23-Sept.22.......ccccvvvennee.
Chestnut-sided Warbler*........... Apr.30-Oct.17.....ccccoveieennene
MagnoliaWarbler=.................... Apr.30-Oct.24.........ccceeveennen.
Cape May Warbler.................... Apr.29-June 1, Aug.14-Oct.20
Black-throated Blue Warbler*...  Apr.28-Oct.24...........ccceeuenne.
Y ellow-rumped Warbler

D. c. coronata*............c....... AllYear.....cooovviiirnninen

D. C. AQUAUBONI.......c.eiiiiiiee e
Black-throated Gray Warbler.........ccoeervieecnsncenseeiens
Black-throated Green Warbler*. Apr.22-Nov.2........c.cccceveeenee.
Blackburnian Warbler*.............. Apr.27-Oct.14
Y llow-throated Warblert ...........cccooveeersoeeeesssncnesssiesnene
Pine Warbler*........ccccoovveenne. Apr.13-May 19, Aug.30-Oct.14
P B G i 6y ind A a0 B oy
Palm Warbler

D. p. palmarum.......c.c.ceuene. Apr.21-May 25, Sept.3-Nov.13

D. P. hyPOChIYSEa......c.oiiiecreirercrre e e
Bay-breasted Warbler................ May 6-June 9, Aug.12-Oct.21
Blackpoll Warbler..................... May 4-June 6, Aug.15-Oct.21
Cerulean Warbler*...........ccc..... Apr.29-Sept.13........co e
Black-and-white Warbler*........ Apr.21-Oct.28........cccoeeveennene

American Redstart* ................... Apr.29-Nov.4.......coovveeieenene



Prothonotary Warbler* ..............c.cccoevevriiincieecesee e
Except: May 5-Sept.2, Oak Orchard Swamp only

Worm-eating Warbler ...
SWaINSON' SWArDIEN ...
Ovenbird*........cccoveeninniennene Apr.29-Oct.15.......cccocerveenene
Northern Waterthrush*.............. Apr.23-Oct.18........cccveverenene
Louisiana Waterthrush*............. Apr.16-Sept.6.....ccccevreeinnne.
Kentucky Warbler ..o
Connecticut Warbler.................. Aug.29-Oct.12........ccceceeenee.
Mourning Warbler*................... May 8-Oct.L.......ccovevevrenennn.
Common Y ellowthroat*............. Apr.30-Dec.6.......cccevvveeennene.
Hooded Warbler=................... Apr.27-Oct.3.......cooveeieenne
Wilson'sWarbler...................... May 7-June 3, Aug.17-Oct.16
CanadaWarbler=............cccc...... May 2-Oct.12........cccccvvuverenen.
Y ellow-breasted Chat*.............. May 6-Sept.8.......covvvevreenne
SUMMES TANBGEN.....c.ceveeeereerieeeree e e
Scarlet Tanager*.......c.cccceeeeveeee Apr.30-Oct.21.......ccecvrvrennene
WESLEIN TANAGEN ...ttt s
Green-tailed TOWhEE........ccooviieiiiieer e e
Eastern Towhee* ... AllYear....oooveeiirenreen
Spotted TOWHEE.........ooeeiiiieeeree e e
American Tree Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow* ....................

Clay-colored SParrOW™ ..........ceeerreeireneeeresereesesee e e
Field Sparrow™*........c.ccccveeenenene AllYear...ooiieiieen
Vesper Sparrow™ .......c.ceeeeeeennens Mar.24-DeC.7.....ccccovvviveuenn.
Lark SParrOW........ccceeerireereesreeieees e e
Lark BUNING. ....cv vt e

All species known to breed or to have bred within the
B.O.S. study area, to and including 1997, are marked *.



Savannah Sparrow*................... Mar.23-0Oct.30......cceeerennenne.

Grasshopper Sparrow*............... Apr.19-Oct.1.....coveeveieieiennns
Henslow’s Sparrow™.................. Apr.21-Oct.1.....ccoovvvveiiennne
L CONE' S SPAITOW. .....ccuerierieeeeeestesteete et see e ee e e
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow

AN NEISONI i e

AN AITEIUS .o s
FOX Sparrow.........cccceeevereneene. Mar.7-May 15, Sept.24-Dec.2
SoNg SParrow*..........cceeeereeenen ALY
Lincoln's Sparrow*................... Apr.29-May 28, Sept.1-Oct.23..
Swamp Sparrow* ..........ccoveeene AllYear......ocoivnnririnnns
White-throated Sparrow*........... t.1-June3.......cccccoeveenene

Except: June 4-Aug.31, Allegany and Cattaraugus Counties only
HaITIS' S SPAITOW. .....coviieiieieieeceieee e e e

White-crowned Sparrow

Z. . leucophrys.......ccccervemne Sept.21-May 30.......ccceveeneene

Z. 1. QAMBElii.ceeceecciercc s
Dark-eyed Junco

J. h. hyemalis* ... ALY

J. N OFEJANUS....c..ceieceeeeee e e
Lapland Longspur..........cccceenee Oct.5-May L....cccveeveieens
SNOW Bunting.......cccoeveeeeeeeneene Oct. 15-Apr.d4.......ccoovveennne.
Northern Cardina*.........c.c........ Al Year.....oooivnrrnennns
Rose-breasted Grosbeak* ........... Apr.29-Oct.17.......coevveennene
Black-headed Grosheak............ccoeieieererirninnneccseeenens
BlUE GrOSDEEK. ......eveeeiriereiiirieieiee ettt e
LaZUlT BUNEING. ...t
Indigo Bunting*..........cccceeenenn. May 2-Oct.12........ccocvrerenene

Painted BUNLiNg.........ccooeiivieeneiiieisereseeesee e ssee e



DICKCISSE™ .....oi ettt ettt e e ens

Bobolink*.........ccccovveievnininianns Apr.28-OCt.7......ccevveverernannn
Red-winged Blackbird*............. AllYear...oooeeiiinenneene
Eastern Meadowlark*................ AlLYear...ooeccccceen
Western Meadowlark* ..o
Y ellow-headed Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird..........c.cccocunneee.
Brewer'SBIackbird..........ccoveinniceer e
Common Grackle*...........c....... AllYear......oooeiveiininrinns
Brown-headed Cowbird*........... AllYear...ciiiiccinne,
O Oy 36 s Grians Caunes nd Griarta oy ™
Baltimore Oriole*..........c.ccceuene. Apr.26-Sept.21......ccoveveene
Pine Grosheak...........c.ccceveveneee. Nov.4-Apr.14.......ccoeveereenene
Purple Finch* ..........cccccoveinenne AllYear....oooeiiinennene
House Finch*........c.ccoovoevncnenne AllYear....oooeiieirnninns
R 1656136 A5 And ot g Sl es oy
White-winged Crosshill............. Oct.28-May 30......ccccvvvrvrrenne
Common Redpoll

A f. flammea........ccccvenee Oct.25-May 3.....ccoovvrerenne

AT TOSITALAL ... e
Hoary REAPOI......cveicieeeicece e e
Pine Siskin®........cccoeeeenennennennn Sept.9-June ...
American Goldfinch*................. AlLYear....oocieirenreens
European Goldfineh.........coeeieinireiereeerere e
Evening Grosheak*
House Sparrow* ..........c.ccoceeeeene

All species known to breed or to have bred within the
B.O.S. study area, to and including 1997, are marked *.



Format for B.O.S. Verification Form
Name of bird................... Date when seen........cccceveeueeae

Buffalo Ornithological Society
Verification Form for Unusual Records

Thisform is meant to be an aid in reporting observations;
%ou may useit ermbIg. When completed, mail to the
ompiler for the B.O.S. ] ]
Observers are encouraged to review agood field
guide’ sdescription of an unusual bird whileit isactually
under observation in the field, so that each important field
mark may be looked for and checked on the spot.

1. Number of individuas:

2. Locadlity:

3. Time of observation:

4. Observers (verifying reporter’ s name first).
_Underline the names of any whoindependently
identified it as this species:

5. Light conditions. )
(a) general - sunny; light, medium, or dark clouds, etc.

(b) where wasthe bird? - in the open, in light,
medium, or deep shade.

(c) where was the sun as you faced the bird? Assume
you are standing on the center of the face of a clock
thand th’? bird isat 12 o’ clock; over what number is
e sun?

6. Optical equipment used:

7. Distance at which seen, and how judged (estimated,
paced, etc.):

8.etW)haI was the bird doing? (flying, resting, feeding,
C.



9. Position of the bird in relation to observer including
height relative to eyelevel:

10. Habitat -
Genegrd:
Specific:

11. Length of time studied under above combination of
conditions:

12. Thorough and detailed d_escrisﬁtion of exactly whatyou
saw in thefield, giving size, shape, and color pattern
Ogl Ithe bird and all its parts, including plumage, beak,
and legs:

If you have an original sketch made at the time of
obsérvation, please attach it.

13. Similar or confusing species that you are satisfied
have been eliminated by your description:

14. Describe your observation of any diagnostic habits:
15. Description of song and calls:

16. Previous experience with this species (about how
many times have you observed it?):

17. Signature and address of verifying reporter:
18. Date and time of writing this account:



